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Town-School Stewardship Agreement Forges a Synergistic Proactive Community Use
Relationship

Farmingville, NY  - O n  Tuesday, December  4 , a  resolution  sponsored  by  C ounc ilman  Steve  Fiore-Rosenfeld  was
unanimous ly  approved by  the  Town Board that  es tablishes  a  s tewardship agreement with the  C omsewogue  School
Dis tric t.  The  agreement  allows  s tudents  from  the  dis tric t  to  "adopt"  the  Terryville  Greenbelt  to  be  used  for
environmental and his torical educational purposes  and to help maintain the property pursuant to the Town's  "A dopt-
A -P reserve" program.

The C omsewogue School Dis tric t will use the property as  an "outdoor learning laboratory"  to conduc t environmental
and  his torical  educational  ac tivities , s tudy  programs, pass ive  use  athletic  training  such  as  jogging, walking  and
hiking,  and  s tewardship  respons ibilities .  The  dis tric t  will  also  organize  c lean-ups ,  perform  minor  c learing  and
maintenance of the hiking path, co-ordinate drives  for donations  of indigenous  plants , remove invas ive spec ies  and
more.

C ounc ilman  Fiore  Rosenfeld  said,  "The  Terryville  Greenbelt  is  a  c ritical  drinking  water  recharge  area  and  an
environmental asset to the Town. I  was  glad to lead the efforts  to preserve and protec t so far a lion's  share of this
pine barren's  eco-sys tem from incompatible development, and now see to fruition this  natural synergis tic  partnership
with the neighboring C omsewogue School Dis tric t to c reate an outdoor learning laboratory. I  look forward to working
with the faculty and s tudents , as  well as  other related eco-friendly organizations  on many environmentally consc ious
projec ts  to res tore the vitality and healthy use of our community's  greenbelt."

"P reserving  the  Terryville  Greenbelt  is  important  to  the  open  space  polic ies  of  the  Town  of  Brookhaven,  said
Supervisor  Ed  Romaine,  "I  am  pleased  to  work  with  C ounc ilman  Fiore  Rosenfeld  to  ensure  this  s tewardship
agreement with C omsewogue School Dis tric t."

A ssemblyman Steve Engelbright said, "This  is  a great day for the community. Working with the C omsewogue School
Dis tric t and C ommunity leaders , Brookhaven C ounc ilman Fiore-Rosenfeld has  set the s tage for ultimate preservation
of almost  all  of the  las t  remaining native  P ine  Barrens  fores t  of his toric  Terryville. From the  perspec tive  of public
health, his toric  preservation, conservation, and pass ive outdoor rec reation the importance of this  initiative cannot be
overs tated. In  the  spirit  of  this  holiday  season  C ounc ilman  Fiore-Rosenfeld  and  all  who  enabled  the  Terryvil le
Greenbelt have provided a priceless  gift to the community that present and future generations  will treasure."

Superintendent of the C omsewogue School Dis tric t, Dr. Joseph Rella said, "This  is  a very exc iting opportunity for our
s tudents . They will now be able to take advantage of a wonderful outdoor learning laboratory right in our own backyard
-  literally. We are grateful  to C ounc ilman Fiore-Rosenfeld and the Town for their donation. P lease know that we will
make good use of it. We will be good s tewards ."

"The Board of Education was  both exc ited and impressed by C ounc ilman Fiore Rosenfeld's  effort to preserve a c ritical
piece of land. We see this  agreement as  a win-win s ituation. We here at C omsewogue have the privilege of us ing such
a his torical piece of property while our sc ience teachers  and s tudents  can see firs t hand some of the things  they are
learning in the  c lass room. The  fac t  that  the  property  is  adjacent  to  our school  makes  it  easy  for our s tudents  to
access . A t the same time we can watch over and help to preserve the land for the town. A s  well as  the benefits  to our
sc ience department, it will  also serve as  a beautiful  place for a jog or a walk through the beauty of nature. We look
forward to this  new adventure" s tated John Swenning, C omsewogue School Board P res ident.

Ed Garboski, P res ident of the P ort Jefferson Station/ Terryville C ivic  A ssoc iation said, "I  would like to commend the
town board for recognizing the importance of the Greenway around the C omsewogue H igh School. Not only is  this  an
important watershed but it will be a great learning tool for our children for years  to come. I  would like to thank Steve
Fiore Rosenfeld for his  tireless  effort in acquiring open space for our community and his  continued dedication to all of
his  cons tituents ."



Lou A ntoniello, T reasurer of the  P ort  Jefferson Station / Terryville  C ivic  A ssoc iation and O pen Space  C ommittee
C hair, heading up the Main Street P rojec t said, "I  can s till  remember approaching C ounc ilman Fiore-Rosenfeld and
asking him to ass is t in preserving open space in the C ommunities  of Terryville and P ort Jefferson Station. We met on
a Saturday with John Turner and Supervisor Foley at C omsewogue H igh School to showcase the property. I  guess  you
can say the res t is  his tory. The preservation of the Terryville Greenbelt is  an initiative that is  ongoing and maturing.
To  enter  into  a  Stewardship  A greement  with  the  C omsewogue  School  Dis tric t  is  a  natural  progress ion  toward
achieving the ultimate goal of not only preserving open space, but also utilizing and recognizing the open space as  a
community asset. By recognizing the Terryville Greenbelt as  a community asset we c reate awareness  which leads  to
a better apprec iation and utilization of our open space. By preserving our wilderness  we preserve our his tory, my hope
is  that we continue to preserve both in Terryville and P ort Jefferson Station."

The  Terryville  Greenbelt  is  an  important  Town  ecological  asset  nearly  32  ac res  in  s ize. I t  is  a  remnant  of the
Terryville  O utwash P lains  c reated  in  the  las t  ice  age  and  is  a  c ritical  watershed  which  annually  provides  aquifer
recharge for millions  of gallons  of c lean drinking water. This  remaining fores ted pine barrens  ecosys tem with sandy
soils  wraps  around the exterior of the C omsewogue School Dis tric t property direc tly  to the eas t and south abutting
the C omsewogue H igh School and its  athletic  fields , bounded generally  by Bicyc le P ath to the wes t and NYS Route
112 to its  eas t in P ort Jefferson Station.

C ounc ilman  Fiore-Rosenfeld  has  been  a  s taunch  advocate  of the  Town's  open  space  initiative  and  in  December
2010, he was  ins trumental in the Town's  acquis ition of the 16  parcels  in the Terryville Greenbelt conservation area
adjacent to C omsewogue H igh School. The entire Terryville Greenbelt is  60  ac res  and over 37  have been purchased
by the Town under its  long-s tanding policy to protec t this  c ritical watershed area. The goal is  to eventually purchase
the  remaining  parcels  within  the  greenbelt  so  that  this  assemblage  of  properties  will  be  wholly  protec ted  and
interconnec ted. To learn more about how C ounc ilman Steve Fiore Rosenfeld is  working to protec t the environment in
the Town of Brookhaven, go to www.brookhaven.org.
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